[bookmark: _GoBack]HYTHE TOWN COUNCIL EXTRA-ORDINARY MEETING: 29TH NOVEMBER 2012

PRINCE’S PARADE – BASELINE CONSULTATION REPORT

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT: 05/12			 	AGENDA ITEM NO 6


1	Members are referred to the Baseline Consultation report prepared by Allies and Morrison – Urban Practitioners – Prince’s Parade – Site Allocation Study.

2	Motion from the KCC’s Hythe Forum Meeting Held on the 20th August 2012
The outcome from the Kent County Council’s Neighbourhood Forum meeting held on 20th August 2012 was the following proposal :

“We ask that Hythe Neighbourhood Forum Panel support our request for no development on Prince's Parade and that it remains under planning policy LR9  For Leisure and Recreation only as set out by the Planning Inspector in the 2003 inquiry. Also that Hythe Town Council and Shepway District Council's Locality Board support this motion”.
	
The request for the above to be discussed at a future meeting of Hythe Town Council was received via an e mail from Kent County Council received on 30th August.

3	Following on from the above meeting the item was deferred at the Town Council meeting held on 27th September, so as to allow time for the reception of the initial consultation document on Prince’s Parade to be received.

4	The Baseline Consultation 
This is the first part of three stages being undertaken by the consultants, the next two being :
· Options Development
· Draft Recommendations
It should be noted that Shepway DC has yet to formally consult Hythe Town Council on the outcomes of the first baseline consultation which is to be presented to the Shepway Cabinet when it meets on 19th December.  This first stage report is a matter of factual data collection emanating from the initial consultations.

5	Hythe Neighbourhood Plan
Members are referred to the separate Town Clerk’s report 04/12 which relates to the Core Strategy and, in particular, to the fundamental importance of the Town Council’s Hythe Neighbourhood Plan as a statutory tool for the guiding and controlling of development in Hythe over the course of the next 10-15 years.  Shepway DC has approved the boundary of the Neighbourhood Plan which includes Prince’s Parade. It would appear to be eminently sensible to tie in the Neighbourhood Plan to the next two stages of the Prince’s Parade brief ie for options development and any final solutions.  The Neighbourhood Plan is in fact referred to within the baseline consultation.   Prince’s Parade is part of the Coastal and Seafront Environment element of the Plan, as identified in the Town Council’s terms of reference.

	
To develop options for development outside of the confines of the Neighbourhood Plan could prove to be detrimental to the long term vision for Hythe. If the Neighbourhood Plan has to have real meaning then any Prince’s Parade’s options for development should be appraised as part and parcel of the Plan.  

6	By the same token, the motion put forward at the meeting on 20th August is considered premature for deliberation by the Town Council pending the Neighbourhood Plan’s production, as the Plan will be produced following a comprehensive  period of widespread consultation with local residents, statutory and non-statutory bodies and engagement via “planning for real” workshops, survey monkey and other survey work which will entail contact with as many of Hythe’s 14,000 plus population as possible.
	
RECOMMENDATIONS – That:

1 That the baseline analysis on Prince’s Parade be noted.
2 That Shepway DC be requested to factor into the preparation of stages 2 & 3 of the Prince’s Parade brief the Neighbourhood Plan process and acknowledges the role which the Hythe Neighbourhood Plan should play in scoping the future development of Prince’s Parade.
3 That KCC be advised that the motion passed at the Forum meeting held on 20th August as submitted to Hythe Town Council is noted but that it is regarded to be premature pending the outcomes and proposals emanating from the Hythe Neighbourhood Plan.



Mrs Judith McCormick BA MSc
Town Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 
November 2012
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