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LATEST EXHIBITION SHOWS STRONG SUPPORT

 FOR NEW SWIMMING POOL, PRIMARY SCHOOL 
AND PARKLAND ON PRINCES PARADE
Nearly 79% of the people who completed a questionnaire at the latest exhibition of plans by Shepway District Council to build a new £7.5 million swimming pool and leisure centre at Princes Parade support the project.
The day-long event – at Hythe Sports Pavilion in South Road on 5 June – attracted about 170 visitors, 94 of whom completed a form seeking their views on the project. 

They show that 40 people fully support the plans, 34 generally support them, 18 don’t support while two people ticked the ‘don’t know’ box. This means that nearly 79% of people who expressed a view in Hythe either fully or generally support the council’s decision to build a new pool and school on Princes Parade.
The Hythe event followed an exhibition on 23 May at Seabrook Church Hall where 320 residents attended. There 145 people completed a questionnaire, with 32 fully supporting the plans, 24 expressing general support, 88 opposing the plan and one person choosing ‘don’t know’.
Combining the two events, 72 people fully support the council plan, 58 generally support and 106 oppose the scheme. Three people ticked the ‘don’t know’ box. This means that 54% of people who expressed an opinion either fully or generally support the school and pool plan for Princes Parade. 
Two sites on the 17-acre strip of council-owned land have been identified for the pool and school, and the public were asked for their views on whether they should be built at the western end (adjoining the golf course) or eastern end (adjoining the play area).

Opinions expressed by people at the exhibitions is divided on the subject – with a total of 74 opting for east and 66 preferring the western end of the site. At the Seabrook event the preference was for the western end (33 votes to 29), while at Hythe the preference was for the eastern end for the pool and school (45 votes to 33). 
The leisure centre will include a main pool with spectator seating, a learner pool, multi-purpose sports hall and smaller studio and an 80-station gym. Built alongside will be a new school to replace Seabrook Primary School and parkland designed to open up the setting of the canal. 
A maximum of 36 quality homes are also proposed to help meet local housing needs. The new pool replaces the existing swimming pool in South Road, which were confirmed as ‘past their lifecycle date’ and in need of replacement as long ago as 2012. The scheme involves the removal and proper disposal of contaminated waste from the site, finally cleaning up the legacy of Hythe’s former rubbish tip.

The Leader of Shepway District Council, Cllr David Monk, said: “Nearly 500 local residents have attended our exhibitions and this demonstrates the widespread interest in the future provision of high quality leisure and education facilities in the district.

“This ambitious scheme will transform the old waste tip into a fantastic sports centre alongside a much-needed new primary school for the children of the area, with beautiful parkland that will enhance the canal for us all to enjoy for generations to come.”
Cllr Monk explained that the council has already adapted the plans in response to public comments. For example, the new parkland will take up about one third of the Princes Parade site and a legally binding covenant will be drawn up to protect the parkland and open space from any future development proposals not directly related to the site’s leisure and educational objectives.
“Detailed work will now be carried out into the scheme, including extensive consultation with all statutory bodies, and we hope to bring forward a planning application early next year,” he added.
For more information about the scheme visit www.princesparade.co.uk 
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